Excellent Educator ISSN: 3048-9121 (Online) excellenteducator.org

When Students Start Asking the Questions

The deepest shift may be from answering questions to creating them.
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Visual Insight

When students create questions, teachers can see what they understand—

and what they are still struggling to understand.
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%9 Research in Brief

Student-generated questions can turn questioning into an active learning activity. In the study,
students generated multiple-choice questions while preparing for examinations. The researchers
found evidence that the method could improve learning and, importantly, make students'
misconceptions visible.

The activity also required students to work actively with the content rather than simply review it. The
researchers found that students who generated questions improved their learning in the evaluated
cases, while students reported generally positive attitudes toward the method.

The researchers stress that reviewing and correcting student-generated questions is important. The
guestions themselves can reveal prior knowledge, misconceptions and developing understanding.

This creates an interesting reversal in classroom practice:

Instead of asking students only to answer the teacher's questions, ask students what questions
should be asked.

v Try Tomorrow
At the end of a lesson:
e Ask each student to write three questions about the topic.
e Ask them to identify the most difficult question.
e Exchange questions between students.
e Discuss which questions reveal the deepest understanding.
% One Key Takeaway
When students create the questions, teachers gain another window into how students are thinking.
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